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1. Introduction

This Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report accompanies a Section 36 consent
application being submitted by Earba Ltd. (the Applicant) to the Scottish Ministers which
seeks consent under the Electricity Act 1989 and associated deemed planning
permission to construct and operate the Earba Pumped Storage Hydroelectric scheme
(the Proposed Development).

In accordance with best practice, a programme of pre-application community
engagement has been undertaken by the Applicant. This Report gives details of the
various meetings and public consultation events that have taken place with the
community.

The Town and Country Planning (Pre-Application Consultations) (Scotland) Regulations
2019 set out the information which must be contained within a Pre-Application
Consultation Report. This includes:

o Dates on which, and places where, public events were held;
o Details of any additional consultation or notification required by the Council;

e Details of any additional steps taken by the applicant to consult with members of
the public;

o Alist of bodies, groups and organisations who were consulted by the applicant;
o Copies of any materials sent to consultees;

o Copies of any materials provided to those attending a public event;

e Copies of any visual presentation shown or displayed at a public event;

o Photographs of any display boards or models at public events;

¢ Confirmation that consultees and attendees at public events were advised that
pre-application consultation does not remove the right or the potential need to
comment on the final application once it is made to the planning authority;

¢ A summary of the written responses to consultations and views raised at public
events;

e Anindication of the number of written responses received and the number of
persons who attended the public events;

o An explanation of how the applicant took account of views raised during the pre-
application consultation process, and
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e An explanation of how members of the public were given feedback on the
applicant's consideration of the views raised during the pre-application
consultation process.

This report presents a record of the public consultation for the proposed development of
the Earba Pumped Storage Hydro scheme and how it met the requirements listed
above.

. Dates on which, and places where, public events were held

Two stages of public consultation events were held, the first in February 2023 and the
second in November 2023.

First Stage — February 2023

The first stage of public consultation events were held at the Laggan Community Hall
between 13:00 to 19:30 on Tuesday 21 February 2023 and at the Spean Bridge
Community Centre between 13:00 and 19:30 on Wednesday 22 February 2023.

Posters advertising the event were posted on the community notice boards in Laggan,
Newtonmore, Roy Bridge and Spean Bridge. A poster was sent to Dalwhinnie
Community Council to put on their community notice board. A poster was put on the
gate post at access to the site at Moy Bridge. A copy of the poster is included at
Appendix 1. The Community Councils at Laggan, Newtonmore, Dalwhinnie and Spean
Bridge, Roy Bridge and Achnacarry were advised of the proposed public consultation
events by email on 2 February 2023.

The events were advertised in the Inverness Courier and Badenoch and Strathspey
Herald — the adverts are attached at Appendix 2.

Second Stage — November 2023

The second stage of public consultation events were held at the Laggan Community
Hall between 13:00 to 19:30 on Tuesday 21 November 2023 and at the Spean Bridge
Community Centre between 13:00 and 19:30 on Wednesday 22 November 2023.

Posters advertising the event were posted on the community notice boards in Laggan,
Newtonmore, Roy Bridge and Spean Bridge. A poster was sent to Dalwhinnie
Community Council to put on their community notice board. A poster was put on the
gate post at access to the site at Moy Bridge. A copy of the poster is included at
Appendix 3. The Community Councils at Laggan, Newtonmore, Dalwhinnie and Spean
Bridge, Roy Bridge and Achnacarry were advised of the events by email on 27 October
2023.

The events were advertised in the Inverness Courier and Badenoch and Strathspey
Herald — the adverts are attached at Appendix 4.
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3. Details of any additional consultation or notification required by
the Council

None.

4. Details of any additional steps taken by the applicant to consult
with members of the public

A letter was hand delivered to all properties within 10 km of the site boundary (area
shown in plan at Appendix 5) on Wednesday 1 February 2023. A copy of letter is
attached at Appendix 6.

The Community Councils at Laggan (LCC), Newtonmore (NCC), Dalwhinnie (DCC) and
Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge and Achnacarry (SBRBACC) were advised of the proposed
development by email on 2 February 2023.

The Developer attended the following community council meetings:

4 April 2023 — SBRBACC — made a short presentation of he project and answered
guestions on it.

15 May 2023 — LCC - made a short presentation of the project and answered guestions
on it. Requested feedback from the LCC on the proposed visualisation locations for the
EIA landscape and visual impact assessment (subsequently received).

5. A list of bodies, groups and organisations who were consulted
by the applicant

Local residents within 10 km of the site boundary

Laggan Community Council

Newtonmore Community Council

Dalwhinnie Community Council

Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge and Achnacarry Community Council

6. Copies of any materials sent to consultees

All consultees listed above were sent a link to the project website
www.earbastorage.co.uk which contains information on the scheme, links to the
Scoping Report submitted to the Energy Consents Unit of the Scottish Government on
30 January 2023 (Ref. ECU00004731), and contact details for making comments to
Gilkes Energy Ltd.

7. Copies of any materials provided to those attending a public
event

No materials were provided.


http://www.earbastorage.co.uk/
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8. Copies of any visual presentation shown or displayed at a
public event

A video describing the scheme and its rationale was shown on a TV screen at each
event. The version of the video shown in February is available from Earba Ltd on
request. The video shown at the November events is available at this link:
www.earbastorage.co.uk

9. Photographs of any display boards or models at public events

Photos of the display boards at the first stage public consultation events in February are
attached at Appendix 7.

Photos of the display boards at the second stage public consultation events in
November are attached at Appendix 8.

10. Confirmation that consultees and attendees at public events
were advised that pre-application consultation does not remove
the right or the potential need to comment on the final
application once it is made to the planning authority

At both the first and second stage public consultation events the following text was
prominently displayed next to the sign-in and comments sheet:

Earba PSH Public Consultation
Important Notice

Any comments made to Gilkes Energy Ltd are not representations to the Highland
Council and if Gilkes Energy Ltd submits a planning application there will be an
opportunity to make representations on that application to the Highland Council.

For the second stage events, this text was included in the published advertisements and
posters.

11. A summary of the written responses to consultations and
views raised at public events

The written responses received at the first stage public consultation events in February
are in Table 1 below.


http://www.earbastorage.co.uk/
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Table 2 — Written Responses at Public Consultation Events in February 2023

projects like Earba! Balance on
access for hill walkers.

Ref Comment How addressed in the EIA Report
LCC-1 Good - bringing more work and
money into the area.
LCC-2 | think the plans look responsible
and well presented.
LCC-3 Good to see more large-scale

The written responses received at the second stage public consultation events in
November are in Table 2 below.

Table 2 — Written Responses at Public Consultation Events in November 2023

projects but this is such a special
landscape. How will the stories of
the places lost be passed on to
future generations? How will the
recreational uses lost be
compensated for? Improved access
/ opportunities elsewhere. Also, how
will it look visually when water levels

Ref Comment How addressed in the EIA Report

LCC-1 Useful to see appropriately detailed | n/a
proposal.

SBRBACC-1 Much careful planning and thorough | n/a
consultation. Tick.

SBRBACC-2 The powerhouse needs to be Design of the powerhouse and how it
completely undergrounded and the would be accommodated within the
area restored to a natural cover landscape is addressed in the EIA

Report in Chapter 7 — Landscape and
Visual, and in Appendix 2.2 —
Sustainable Design Statement. .

SBRBACC-3 Interesting to learn more about the n/a
potential for pumped storage. Thank
you.

SBRBACC-4 Lower powerhouse would improve Design of the powerhouse and how it
visual aspect. An iconic area - would be accommodated within the
shame. landscape is addressed in the EIA

Report in Chapter 7 — Landscape and
Visual, and in Appendix 2.2 —
Sustainable Design Statement.

SBRBACC-5 The scheme will constitute a loss of | Access for recreation is addressed in
amenity to those who enjoy the the EIA Report at Chapter 15 —
Highlands. However the energy Recreation and Access and the
storage is needed on a UK level. accompanying Draft Access

Management Plan.

The EIA Report outlines the national
significance of this project in tackling
climate change.

SBRBACC-6 Generally in support of storage

Access for recreation is addressed in
the EIA Report at Chapter 15 —
Recreation and Access and the
accompanying Draft Access
Management Plan.
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Ref

Comment

How addressed in the EIA Report

are low is the key. Loch Treig,
Laggan etc. have significantly more
visual impact when they are not full
which is a large amount of the year,
esp. summer. Needs a viewpoint
from the A86 to west - track over col
will be highly visible. | feel the
visuals underestimate the impact of
the dams compared to existing
dams. In such a remote valuable
landscape, the elements that can be
undergrounded should be.

Reservoir drawdown is addressed in
the EIA Report Chapter 7 —
Landscape and Visual. PSH operates
differently to conventional storage
hydro, so drawdown more cyclical on
a daily / short term basis than
seasonally.

Viewpoints previously agreed with
THC / NatureScot and Laggan CC.
As many structures as feasible have
been undergrounded in the design of
the scheme.

12. Anindication of the number of written responses received
and the number of persons who attended the public events

First Stage — February 2023

Laggan — 16 to 18 people attended, 3 left written comments

Spean Bridge — 13 people attended, 1 left written comments

Second Stage — November 2023

Laggan —10 to 14 people attended, 3 left written comments

Spean Bridge — 25 to 30 people attended, 14 left written comments

13. An explanation of how the applicant took account of views
raised during the pre-application consultation process

In addition to the written feedback received, notes were taken of the verbal feedback
received at the February events. A summary of verbal feedback is attached at Table 3
below. At the November events most attendees left written comments and no additional
notes of verbal comments were prepared, with the topics raised generally similar to
those from the February events.
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Table 3 — Verbal Feedback at Public Consultation Events in February 2023

Ref

Comment

How addressed in the EIA Report

Laggan — 22 — February 2023

Gergask Primary School, is “in
mothballs” due to a current lack of
pupils to make it viable. One member of
the community expressed a hope that
additional employment during and after
the construction might lead to more

LCC-A Feedback generally positive and The EIA Report outlines the national
recognising the need for this type of significance of this project in tackling
facility to counter climate change climate change.

LCC-B Several attendees use the area for Access for recreation is addressed in
cycling and were concerned about the the EIA Report at Chapter 15 —
level of change around Loch Earba that | Recreation and Access and the
would be caused by the reservoir accompanying Draft Access
drawdown. Management Plan.

Reservoir drawdown is addressed in the
EIA Report Chapter 7 — Landscape and
Visual. PSH operates differently to
conventional storage hydro, so
drawdown more cyclical on a daily /
short term basis than seasonally.

LCC-C A number of attendees asked if access Maintenance of access for recreation is
for walking, cycling and swimming in the | addressed in the EIA Report at Chapter
loch would be maintained during 15 — Recreation and Access and the
construction and operation of the accompanying Draft Access
scheme. Management Plan.

LCC-D There were several questions about the | A significant number of jobs would be
number any type of jobs that would be created both during construction and
created by the project, particularly operation of the scheme. These will be
permanent jobs during operation of the of various types, but there should be
scheme. good opportunities for local jobseekers.

LCC-E Associated with the above was a The Developer is interested in
guestion about the provision of local contributing to the local community by
housing for any permanent jobs. supporting specific projects in

consultation with the communities
affected, which could include affordable
housing projects.

LCC-F Some comments regarding the It was explained that although this
proposed sub-station (not in the S36 project relies on a grid connection, it is a
application), possibly reflecting the local | regulatory requirement that this is
community’s recent experience with the | provided by SSEN Transmission, and
construction of Melgarve substation. that it would be subject to a separate

planning application. The Developer has
committed to this connection being an
underground cable however.

LCC-G Concerns raised regarding road safety The EIA Report predicts the additional
with the additional construction traffic traffic that would be generated during
and historical and ongoing experience the construction and operation of the
of poor driving by all types of vehicle on | scheme, together with a range of
the local roads. mitigation measures to minimise this

traffic.

LCC-H The local primary school in Laggan, The Developer is keen to support the

community in the retention of Gergask
Primary School but explained that the
timescales for commencement of the
project might be too late for the
additional employment to be in place

8
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Ref Comment How addressed in the EIA Report
children living in the Gergask Primary before any final decision on the school
school catchment and allowing it to be is made.
revitalised.

LCC-I A question as to whether there will be The Developer stated that due to the
any opportunity for the community to nature of the project, this would not be
invest in the scheme. possible.

Spean Bridge — 23 February 2023

SB-A Several representatives from the The Developer has committed to
SBRBACC and the SBRBADT attended. | maintaining a dialogue with the
Concerns regarding additional traffic, SBRBACC and understands its
although they concede roads from east | concerns regarding traffic.
are worse than from the A82. They The EIA Report predicts the additional
welcome the jobs that will come. They traffic that would be generated during
already have a relationship with the the construction and operation of the
Coire Glas PSH, which is now starting scheme, together with a range of
preliminary works. They would like an mitigation measures to minimise this
open and constructive relationship with | traffic.

GEL from an early stage in the project.

SB-B Feedback generally positive and The EIA Report outlines the national
recognising the need for this type of significance of this project in tackling
facility to counter climate change. climate change.

SB-C Some concerns raised about visual The visual impact of the scheme is
impact effects. assessed in the EIA Report Chapter 7 —

Landscape and Visual, together with
supporting figures and visualisations.

SB-D Some comments regarding recreational | Maintenance of access for recreation is
access including for walking, climbing, addressed in the EIA Report at Chapter
cycling and swimming. 15 — Recreation and Access and the

accompanying Draft Access
Management Plan.

SB-E A local botanist raised concerns about The ecologists carrying out the survey
potential botanical habitats associated work for the EIA made contact with the
with geological faults across Loch local botanist prior to carrying out their
Leamhain containing specific minerals. survey in order to discuss his particular

concerns. The surveys and EIA have
taken this information into account.

The comments from the first public consultation event were taken into account in the
evolution of the scheme design and in the Environmental Impact Assessment. How this

was done

is recorded in Table 1.

The comments from the second public consultation event were taken into account in the
evolution of the scheme design and in the Environmental Impact Assessment. How this

was done

is recorded in Table 2.

14. An explanation of how members of the public were given
feedback on the applicant's consideration of the views raised
during the pre-application consultation process

Members of the public who expressed a view were told that it would be considered in
the next stage of the scheme design and in the Environmental Impact Assessment.

9
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Appendix 1 — Poster for February Public Consultation Events

10
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Appendix 2 - Adverts in the Inverness Courier and Badenoch and
Strathspey Herald for the February Events
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Appendix 3 — Poster for November Public Consultation Events
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Appendix 4 - Adverts in the Inverness Courier and Badenoch and
Strathspey Herald for the November Events
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Appendix 5 — Letter Drop Delivery Area
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Appendix 6 — Letter to Residents within 10 km of the Site Boundary
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Appendix 7 — Photos of Display Boards — February Events
Laggan

18



EIA Report: Volume 4 (Appendices)
Appendix 4.6: PAC Report

19



EIA Report: Volume 4 (Appendices)
Appendix 4.6: PAC Report

20



EIA Report: Volume 4 (Appendices)
Appendix 4.6: PAC Report

21



EIA Report: Volume 4 (Appendices)
Appendix 4.6: PAC Report

22



EIA Report: Volume 4 (Appendices)
Appendix 4.6: PAC Report

23



EIA Report: Volume 4 (Appendices)
Appendix 4.6: PAC Report

Spean Bridge
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Appendix 8 — Photos of Display Boards — November Events

Laggan
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Spean Bridge
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