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SITE VISIT TEMPLATE FOR THE ASSESSMENT OF PEATLAND ON PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT SITES

PLEASE USE THIS ASSESSMENT SHEET IN CONJUCTION WITH 

Advising on carbon rich soils, deep peat and priority peatland habitats in development management - guidance for staff - 2023

Criteria 1 

Raised bog

Criteria 2 

Montane 

bog

as 

shown 

in ES

as 

measured 

during 

NaturScot 

site visit

Raised bog 

present 

supporting 

typical bog 

vegetation 

Montane 

bog 

present 

supporting 

typical bog 

vegetation

Within a 

continou

s unit of 

blanket 

bog 

(>25ha)

Blanket 

bog 

support 

vegetation 

capable of 

peat 

forming

Few 

drains/ 

peat 

cutting?

Peat 

forming 

spp/low 

disurbanc

e?

Natural 

surface 

pattern?

absence 

of invasion 

by 

woodland/ 

scrub?

Abundant 

Sphag -

rich 

ridges

Sphagnum-

B.nana 

ridges

S.fuscum 

or 

S.austinii 

hummocks

?*

Peat 

Mounds?

Rhynch 

fusca ?

Yes  is 

good

Likely 

Yes  is 

good

Possible 

Yes  is 

good

Yes  is 

good

Infrastructure assessed label Easting Northing NVC

No -> 

check for 

other type 

No -> 

check for 

other type assessment result

e.g. Turbine 1 123456 654321 M19 85 100 No No Yes Yes No Yes No Yes Yes No No No No possible national interest

e.g. Track section X 654321 123456 M15 45 40 No No No Yes No No No Yes No No No No No Not a national interest

e.g. borrow pit A 987561 125367 H12 35 30 No No No No No No No No No No No No No Not a national interest

Loc 1 Access Track 243887 782411 M17a 170 No No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No No No No possible national interest

Loc 2 Access Track 244921 781663 M17a 30 No No No No Yes Yes Yes Yes No No No No No Not a national interest

Loc 3 Shuas Dam 246161 781297 M17a 100 No No No Yes Yes Yes No Yes No No No No No Not a national interest

Loc 4 Leamhain SW - inundation 249471 779585 M19c 50 No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No No No No likely national interest

Loc 5 Leamhain SE - borrow pit 250141 779294 M19c 80 No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No No No No likely national interest

Loc 6 Leamhain Dam 250471 779046 M19c 120 No Yes Yes Yes Yes No No Yes No No No No No likely national interest

Loc 7 Earba S central - inundation 248351 783568 M18a 50 No No No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No No No No Not a national interest

Loc 8 Earba N central - inundation 248774 784040 M18a 120 No No No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No No No No Not a national interest

Loc 9 Shios Dam 250130 785814 M17a 160 No No No Yes No Yes No No No No No No No Not a national interest

Rare features.

Yes  is very good. No  is neutral. 

One or more yes = possible national interest

Peat Depth (cm)

Earba Pumped Storage Hydro Scheme

No -> check rare features No -> advise on mitigation measuresNo -> advise on 

mitigation measures

depth >50 cm = 

carbon rich soil

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA - Within a 250m of development footprint

Criteria 3  Blanket bog

Yes  is good  

Two or more yes = possible national 

interest

http://intranet/obr?id=A1998425


Additional Notes from Tracks Ecology

Loc 1: Polygon is mosaic including M17a and M18a and area next to track is less likely to be of good quality.

Loc 2: Too small and variable quality

Loc 3: Too small

Loc 4: Although peat depths are variable habitats contain significant peaty areas and are classified as montane due to 

altitude.

Loc 5: Although peat depths are variable habitats contain significant peaty areas and are classified as montane due to 

altitude.

Loc 6: Despite area being mapped as modified bog due to extensive hagging, area still contains significant peat and some 

areas will retain peat forming. In addition it is above 600m.

Loc 7: Too small

Loc 8: Too small

Loc 9: Too small with trees present, but limited regeneration




